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Greetings to friends and patrons of the Jewish Museum and Cultural Center. 

  

I am Norman David Soroko, and I am the President of the Board of Directors of the 
Jewish Museum and Cultural Center. It is my honor to include details about our 2026 
Zelma G. Rivin Wonderful Wednesdays Summer Music Series in this newsletter. 
Zelma Rivin, of blessed memory, was our founder and first Board President.  A 
summer music series to provide live performances during quiet months of the cultural 
arts calendar was very important to Zelma.  This is how the series was named in her 
honor.    

This is one of the museum’s biggest fund-raising events and we use that money to 
help provide for other events for the community, both Jewish and non- Jewish. 

 I would like to express many thanks to Rick Rivin, our Music Series Chair and 
committee members Faye Bailey, Jennifer Priest and Patty Shelanski.   This event 
would not be possible without you, the community, for your financial support. I  want 
to acknowledge the support provided by the Helen G. Gifford Foundation and the City 
of Portsmouth Museums and Fine Arts Commission.    

In May, we had the honor of partnering with the United Jewish Federation of 
Tidewater for American African Culture week. On Thursday, May 28, 2026, we 
hosted the Annual Educator’s program and concert with Cantor Jason Schatner-
McKinney. Cantor Schatner-McKinney is the cantor at Temple Emanuel in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. The concert was fabulous and a beautiful reception was 
sponsored by the Tidewater Jewish Foundation. Special thanks to Sierra Lautman, 
Hunter Thomas, Blake Sisler and Andrew Willenbrink of the TJF for their assistance 
and to our Executive Director, Jennifer Priest for her help in coordinating that 
evening’s event. 

 Thank you to all our patrons who continue to support the Jewish Museum and 
Cultural Center in so many ways. 

  

Warmly, 
Norman David Soroko 
President of the Jewish Museum and Cultural Center Board 
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How to include JMCC in your Will or Living Trust 

Add as little as one sentence* to your will or living trust saying that you wish to support us. You may use 
your estate planning attorney, or a will planning software or app. Your options include leaving a specific 
amount; selected securities; a piece of property; or a percentage of your estate. 

*Typical bequest language:  

“I (We) leave _____ to the Jewish Museum and Cultural Center of  
Portsmouth, VA (dba Friends of Chevra T’helim, EIN Tax ID 
number 54-2043763).” 

It’s as simple as that. In addition, we would also like you to let us 

know that you have made this bequest, so that we may add your 

name to our other past and future supporters who have already 

become designated members of The Rivin Circle. 

 

Join the “Rivin Circle” by making a legacy gift that supports JMCC’s future. To learn how, 
please contact the Museum 757-391-9266 or jmccportsmouth@gmail.com. 

A Reminder about the “Rivin Circle” 

Preserving the past for 
our future. 

Currently the Rivin Circle has 6  mem-
bers who have committed to the future! 

on May 28. Over forty guests attended.  Many were first time visitors to the Museum. The 
program showcased the talents of Cantor Jason Schachter McKinney,  Temple Emanuel, 

Winston Salem, NC and his accompanist Dr. Eric Schwartz.   We thank the UJFT for 
extending this opportunity.     

 

 

We had the pleasure of serving as the venue for a celebration of  Life Long Learning presented 
by   
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As we expand The Daffodil Pro-
ject,  we are offering  pavers for 
sale.  They can be inscribed as a 
memorial or a celebration of life. 
The goal is to sell 100 pavers, 
providing a 10’ x 10” area to use 
for outdoor programs. To date we 
have sold 56. We are over half-
way to our goal. Buy your paver 
today! 

 

Details can be located at this 
website: 

Donate to Friends of Chevra 

Thelim d/b/a Jewish Museum 

Brick Fundraising Campaign   

 

 

GENERAL 
Dr. Herbert Brewer     David Goodman      Hampton Road Jazz 
Stanley Levine     Mark Munson     David Sacks      
Richard Yanku 
 

 

 

APPRENTICE PAINTERS 

Vicki Caminer 

Ingrid Chucker 

Lea Gilchrist 

Helen Brewer Glassman 

Joan Laderberg 

Jay Legum 

Hollie Minnick 

Jessica Rosenberg 

Jeanne Williams 

Stephanie Mandel 

Debra Moore 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Nancy Perry 

Karen Plotnick 

Rick Rivin 

Paula Russel 

Margaret Sawyer 

Kathleen Shevlin 

Marilyn Siegel 

 

The Jewish Museum 
and 

Cultural Center  

is a 501 ( C ) ( 3 )  non-
profit organization and 

contributions are  

tax-exempt. 

 

   

Contributions April 1, 2026 – June 30, 2026 

IN HONORARIUM 
 

JENNIFER PRIEST 
Marian Ahearn 
 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

 
JOHN & ALICE CRENSHAW 
Robin Watkis 
  
LESLIE FRIEDMAN 
Rick Rivin 
 
LEA GILCHRIST 
Becky  Barclay 
Rick Rivin  

 
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE MATCH 

Erik Cooper 

Susan Hudson 

Julia Doresy Loomis 

Mona Smith 

Supporter 

Southeast Virginia Community Foundation 
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https://polarengraving.com/jewishmuseumportsmouth
https://polarengraving.com/jewishmuseumportsmouth
https://polarengraving.com/jewishmuseumportsmouth


 

   
 

 

 

 

On May 23 the Museum hosted a location shoot for CBN Films.  Our interior will be featured (briefly) in a film being 

produced to highlight Jewish contributions to our nation’s fight for independence.  

The production crew of 30 began arriving at 8:00 am and they departed at 6:30 pm.  It was a long and interesting day.  

Below are some images to provide a sense of what it was like. The attention we received from passers by was one of 

interest. The project certainly made folks take notice of our building.   
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Building & Grounds Updates 

 

We extend a heartfelt thanks to the Tidewater Jewish Foundation for an unexpected $5,000 grant restrict-
ed to security purposes.  As part of a Portsmouth Partnership initiative, we researched security camera 
options, but placed this project behind our established mini campaign for exterior building maintenance.  
This unexpected grant meant that we could contract with South Bay Communications & Security to order 
the camera and schedule installation, which completed on June 17.  Portsmouth Partnership will help us 
connect with the Portsmouth Police Department so our camera can feed into their system.  With the com-
pletion of this project, we will receive a $1,000 grant from the Partnership which will be used to complete 
our exterior maintenance campaign. 
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Work on our exterior maintenance project begins on July 6, 2026! 
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Visit our website: 
www.jewishmuseumportsmouth.org 

Jewish Museum                                 
&  

Cultural Center 
607 Effingham Street 

Portsmouth, VA 23704 

Phone: 757-391-9266 

 

Thank you 

To the business and individuals who supported our online auction that was held in 
June! 

 

Upcoming Events—SAVE THE DATE!  

July 6, 2026 - Our Exterior Maintenance Work Begins! 

July 8, 2026 7:30 pm - Trio Sefardi  

July 15, 2026 7:30 pm - Lenore Raphael Duo  

July 29, 2026 7:30 pm -Troy Breslow  

August 19, 2026 7:30 pm- Junwen Liang  

August 26, 2026 7:30 pm– Chuck Woodward & Friends 

October 19, 9:00 am—2:00 pm Rummage Sale and Bulb Pick Up—Dutch 
Maid Donuts will be on site! 
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