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Greetings to friends and patrons of the Jewish Museum and Cultural Center. 

  

The past year serving as president of the Jewish Museum and Cultural Center has shown me the 
remarkable power of community action. Together, we’ve created programs that changed lives, built 
partnerships that strengthened our impact, and reached more people than ever before. 

  

These achievements came from your dedication and belief in our mission. Every volunteer hour, every 
donation, every word of encouragement made these programs possible. Thank you for allowing me to 
be part of this amazing journey, and thank you for your continued support. 

  

The next chapter brings new possibilities under capable leadership. The strategic partnerships we’ve 
established provide a strong foundation for future growth. Most importantly, the spirit of service that 
defines this organization remains stronger than ever. 

  

This past summer we held one of our most beautiful and successful Zelma G. Rivin Wonderful 
Wednesdays Summer Music Series. We had five outstanding concerts with dynamic performers. Our 
last show for August featured Chuck Woodward and four members of Virginia Chorale. This was a 
musical tribute to Minette Cooper, of blessed memory, who passed away last October. She was not just 
a board member of the Jewish Museum, but was a driving force behind many organizations, including 
the Arts for Learning and the Virginia Symphony. That show was well attended with an attendance of 
over 100. 

  

Looking at the new year, our Cinema Series returns every Saturday night in January.  This committee 
continues to be led by Rabbi Michael Panitz, Dr. Peter Shulman and Mark Solberg. The movies 
selected are a nice way to spend a Saturday evening with wonderful refreshments. This year, our 
refreshments will be sponsored by various donors to celebrate life cycles and/or commemorate loved 
ones. Please contact JMCC if you would like to be a reception sponsor. 

  

Till next time, please remain safe and healthy. 

  

Warmly, 
Norman David Soroko 
President of the Jewish Museum and Cultural Center Board 
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How to include JMCC in your Will or Living Trust 

Add as little as one sentence* to your will or living trust saying that you wish to support us. You may use 
your estate planning attorney, or a will planning software or app. Your options include leaving a specific 
amount; selected securities; a piece of property; or a percentage of your estate. 

*Typical bequest language:  

“I (We) leave _____ to the Jewish Museum and Cultural Center of  
Portsmouth, VA (dba Friends of Chevra T’helim, EIN Tax ID 
number 54-2043763).” 

It’s as simple as that. In addition, we would also like you to let us 

know that you have made this bequest, so that we may add your 

name to our other past and future supporters who have already 

become designated members of The Rivin Circle. 

 

Join the “Rivin Circle” by making a legacy gift that supports JMCC’s future. To learn how, 
please contact the Museum 757-391-9266 or jmccportsmouth@gmail.com. 

A Reminder about the “Rivin Circle” 

Preserving the past for 
our future. 

Currently the Rivin Circle has 6  mem-
bers who have committed to the future! 

 

 

Work on the exterior maintenance project began on July 13 and concluded on  

August 17.  Despite extreme heat, bad air quality due to the fires in Canada and 
challenges with the lift, the work was completed and the outside of the Museum is 
gleaming. Thank you to the 68 individuals and organizations that contributed to the 

campaign.  We are $379 away from replenishing the funds advanced by the 
Maintenance Account.  The invoice for additional carpentry and roof work was 

$5,860. We need to replace those fund that were advanced by our Savings  

Account.  There is still time to add your name to the list of supporters.  Please  

consider making a gift today!  Friends of Chevra T'helim, Inc.  

2:00 pm—4:00 pm Sunday, November 15th will be our donor reception. Please 
save the date! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donate.stripe.com/fZu5kD1hH2EU18J6pB4F200
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Thank you to our advertisers, donors and patrons who made this year’s Zelma G. Rivin  

Wonderful Wednesdays Summer Music Series a success.  The Music Committee has decided 
to continue with five concerts for next season.  While our season ticket sales were below last 
year’s level, our single ticket sales were a record breaker at 154.  

 

We appreciate the support provided by WHRO Public Media and Mobile Photo Lab 

 

 



As we expand The Daffodil Pro-
ject,  we are offering  pavers for 
sale.  They can be inscribed as a 
memorial or a celebration of life. 
The goal is to sell 100 pavers, 
providing a 10’ x 10” area to use 
for outdoor programs. To date we 
have sold 56. We are over half-
way to our goal. Buy your paver 
today! 

 

Details can be located at this 
website: 

Donate to Friends of Chevra 

Thelim d/b/a Jewish Museum 

Brick Fundraising Campaign   

 

 

GENERAL 
Brad Bangel       Kim  Cohen       Annie Guertin       Barbara Johnson     Sara Kruger       Jay Legum       Susan Magrolius       Karen Plotnick 
Jennifer Priest     Lenore  Raphael     John Rowe      Marilyn Siegel         Lynn Seltzer    Patty Shelanski  Louis Silverman      Jim Soltz 
Norman Soroko   Ira Steingold     Gail Wolpin 

 EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE 
CAMPAIGN 

Faye Bailey 

Brad Bangel 

Carol Beesmer 

Frances Blachman 

Elisha Caplan 

Jeff Cooper 

Anna Cross 

Parker English 

Jack & Jodi Frieden 

Marshall Goldstein 

Cheri W. Levin 

Jessica Loring 

Kate Melhuish 

Julius Miller 

Daiva Navarrette 

Sandy Forte Nickenig 

Bill & Sharon Nusbaum 

Jennifer Priest 

Ron Reshefsky 

Rick Rivin 

Mark Solberg 

Norman Soroko 

Kathy Spangler 

Paula Stublen 

Tidewater Jewish Foundation 

Molly Whelan 

Jeanne Williams 
 

The Jewish Museum and 

Cultural Center  

is a 501 ( C ) ( 3 )  non-profit 
organization and contributions 

are  

tax-exempt. 

 

Contributions July 1, 2026 – September 30, 2026 

IN HONORARIUM 
 
MARGARET GUPTA 
Mary Barnes 
 
JENNIFER PRIEST 
Marian Ahearn 
 
NORMAN SOROKO 
Tanya Wisoker 
 
KITTY WOLF 
Vicki Caminer 
 

 
IN MEMORIAM 
 
SOL & ELLA BREWER 
David & Ellen Brewer 
Dr. Herbert Brewer 
  
SUSAN BREWER 
Dr. Herbert Brewer 
 
CHARLES & MINETTE COOPER 
Dr. Herbert Brewer 
Laura Ungerman 
 
MAHESH GUPTA 
Mary Barnes 
Rick Rivin 
 
HOWARD HORWITZ 
Dr. Herbert Brewer 
 
FRIEDA KATZ 
Sharona Ben-Sorek 
 
JACK & RONNIE MOSKOVITZ 
Dr. Herbert Brewer 
 
BERNARD & ZELMA RIVIN 
Martha Fortson 
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https://polarengraving.com/jewishmuseumportsmouth
https://polarengraving.com/jewishmuseumportsmouth
https://polarengraving.com/jewishmuseumportsmouth
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 Thank you  Old Towne Music Shop for including us on the 

August 23 Piano Crawl!   

 

Visit our website: 
www.jewishmuseumportsmouth.org 

Jewish Museum                                 
&  

Cultural Center 
607 Effingham Street 

Portsmouth, VA 23704 

Phone: 757-391-9266 

Thank you 

To all who support our annual fund.  Your gifts represent 19% of our operating 
budget. If you haven’t made a gift this year—please give now! 
Donate | Jewish Museum and Cultural Center | Portsmouth  

 

Upcoming Events—SAVE THE DATE!  

October 18, 2026 - Annual Rummage Sale, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Dutch Maid Donuts will be on site! 

October 18, 2026 -  Daffodil Blub Pick Up & planting,  9:00 am—2:00 pm 

November 15, 2026  - Maintenance Campaign Donor Reception 2:00 pm  

November  22, 2026 - Community Impact Day @ JCC  

December 6, 2026 - Hanukkah Happening 2:00 pm—3:30 pm  

December 12, 2026 - Piano Crawl 

All Saturdays in January 2027—Cinema Series! Doors open at 6:30 pm 
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https://www.jewishmuseumportsmouth.org/donate

